
Overview of  Anatomic 
Pathology Services

CUSTOMER EDUCATION SERIES 1-2024
15th March 2024



7 PATHOLOGISTS, 2 SCIENCE OFFICERS AND 15 MLTs



• Components of Anatomic Pathology (AP) service
• Overview of laboratory processes in AP laboratory
• Common pre-analytical errors in AP laboratory
• Rectification criteria
• General guide for optimal specimen preparation and test request
• Turnaround time (TAT)
• Critical notification.
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Components of AP Service



WORKFLOW IN AP LAB



WORKFLOW IN AP LAB



HPE: In 10% formalin, at least 10x the specimen volume & in an appropriate container
FS & IF: Fresh tissue
Cyto: in clean container / fixative

Patient identifiers & Specimen type

Helpful info includes contact
number (if urgent/complex),
imaging findings, prev patho

reports etc)



Overnight 
process

RECTIFICATION





RECTIFICATION CRITERIA

Specimens

1. No specimen(s) received

2. Wrong specimen(s) received

3. Incorrect number of specimens received

4. Inappropriate specimen container

5. Lack of, or wrong labelling of specimen(s)

6. Leaking specimen container

7. Specimen(s) do not tally with request 

form

Request form

1. No request form received

2. Wrong request form received

3. Request form torn / damaged /

contaminated

4. Incomplete request form (demographic

details, requester’s name etc).



REQUEST FOR TESTS



















STORAGE AND 
TRANSPORT
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ADDITIONAL 
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Time to test your knowledge!

Quiz Time



Q U E S T I O N  1  

The following are pre-
analytical steps in 
Anatomic Pathology 
processes except:

Q U I Z  T I M E

Ordering of tests

Sample collection

Sample labelling

Grossing of specimen
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Q U E S T I O N  2  

For cytology 
specimens taken after 
office hours and on 
weekends, the 
specimen should be

Q U I Z  T I M E

sent to the lab immediately

sent to the lab within 24 hours

placed in a fridge and then sent to the 
lab immediately during office hours

discarded.
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THANK YOU


